
 

 

 

 

Coming of age to vote is a monumental occasion. Encouraging voter registration is a way we can all participate 

in our democracy to make certain our voices are heard.  

At every age we can influence others. We can persuade, nudge, cajole, coax, remind, and 

inspire a person to register and vote.  

Happy Birthday – Now VOTE! invites youth ages 5-18 to be a catalyst for new voters. 

Here’s how: provide a handmade birthday card for a 16-18-year-old with a personal 

message about the importance of voting and why voting matters to you. Include a link on 

how to register (or pre-register) to vote online.  

Partner with a high school. Make an agreement with the high school administration that 

every birthday card with voter registration information you provide will be given to a 

student when they reach the age to pre-register or register to vote. 

THEN: 

1. Make a “Happy Birthday” card.  

2. Add a message about why voting is important to you. 

3. Include a Voter Registration Card and information about 

online registration.  

4. Provide the birthday cards to your partner high school. 

5. Register how many Happy Birthday-Now VOTE! cards are 

distributed with the hashtag #HBDNowVote. 

Supplies needed: 

• Art paper and markers to make birthday cards. Go all out! 

Make them creative, cool, memorable, and important.  

• Local voter registration information 

• Envelopes. 

What we can do at every age: 
✓ Learn about why voting matters – resources on next page.  

✓ Compare candidate views on your priority issues.   

✓ Assist family, friends and neighbors register to vote, confirm 

registrations are up-to-date, check information on absentee 

and early voting rules, and locate polling centers; all can be 

done online. 

✓ Ask everyone you know of voting age how and when they will 

vote.   

Encourage every person you know of voting age to VOTE! 

Happy Birthday – Now VOTE! is an initiative of CBK Associates and Educators Consortium for 

Service Learning, a Los Angeles-based organization. Let us know you are joining this national 

drive to engage every new voter in our democracy. Use #HBDNowVote on Twitter and 

Instagram. Post photos! Spread the word. Inspire others. Remember: 

Every Vote Counts! 

Know voting laws for your state. In California, 

online pre-registration and registration is 

available for eligible 16-18-year-olds at 

Registertovote.ca.gov. 

 

Most local government buildings, like local 

libraries, provide voter registration cards that 

can be mailed. 

Pre-registered youth will automatically 

become registered on their 18th birthday.   

 

Californians can register to vote up to and on 

election day at local voting centers. 

 

Ever since 18-year-olds 

were given the right to 

vote in 1972, youth have 

been underrepresented 

at the polls. Check out 

RocktheVote.org as a 

resource to promote 

voter registration and 

VOTING! 

 

Some California voting centers will be open for 

four or eleven days concluding on November 3, 

2020. Check with your county. Teens from age 

16 can volunteer at the voting centers if a US 

citizen and attending a public or independent 

high school. In Los Angeles County, learn more 

at LAVote.net. 

ServiceVote resources from Youth Service 

America to engage youth can be found at 

ysa.org/vote  



BOOKS    Learn more about our history, democracy and voting through these titles 

 
Granddaddy’s Turn – a Journey to the Ballot Box by Michael Bandy and Eric Stein illustrated by James E. 

Ransome  

Based on the true story of one family's struggle for voting rights in the civil rights–era South, this tale 

shines an emotional spotlight on the challenges in the past so we can link with challenges that remain 

today. When Michael walks to town with his grandfather to cast his first vote, he struggles with patience 

when it seems justice cannot come fast enough. Picture book 

 

Lilian’s Right to Vote – A Celebration of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 by Jonah Winter, illustrated by 

Shane W. Evans 

This visual history of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 traces an elderly African American woman en route to 

vote. While making the “long haul up a steep hill” to her polling place, she sees her family’s history. She 

sees the passage of the Fifteenth Amendment and her great-grandfather voting for the first time. She 

sees her parents trying to register to vote. And she sees herself marching in a protest from Selma to 

Montgomery. A must-read to learn about civil rights and never to take voting for granted. Picture book 

 

One Person, No Vote: How Not All Voters are Treated Equally by Carol Anderson with Tonya Bolden 

In this young adult version of the author’s bestselling book, readers are given an extensive review of the 

rollbacks to African American participation in the vote since the 2013 Supreme Court decision that 

eviscerated the Voting Rights Act of 1965. In detail she explains how voter suppression works, from photo 

ID requirements to gerrymandering to poll closures. She explores the resistance: the organizing, activism, 

and court battles to restore the basic right to vote to all Americans as the nation gears up for the 2020 

presidential election season. Includes ideas for getting involved in your community. Gr 7-12 

 

One Vote, Two Votes, I Vote, You Vote by Bonnie Worth, illustrated by Aristides Ruiz and Joe Mathieu 

The Cat in the Hat takes young learners through a rhyming journey about voting and many terms. It’s a 

starting place. Be sure to correct oversimplification, for example, there is more to registering than name, 

address, and birth date. Includes some voting trivia, e.g., the voting date was chosen to be at the end of 

harvesting season. When using this book, also use other titles like Granddaddy’s Turn or Lillian’s Right to 

Vote to provide historical context and that voting is not easy for everyone. Picture book  

 

The President of the Jungle by  André Rodrigues, Larissa Ribeiro, Paula Desgualdo, Pedro Markun 

The animals are frustrated by the lion abusing his role as “King of the Jungle.” Owl says, “Let’s be a 

democracy! Let’s hold an election!” With clear rules including candidates cannot eat their opponents, the 

election process goes in full force. Who among the four candidates be disqualified and who will be 

elected? Ideal to introduce concepts and compare jungle election rules with our own. All ages! 

  

Winning the Vote for Women by Caryn Jenner 

Winning the Vote for Women reveals the stories behind the 
strong-willed people from around the world who fought for 
the right to vote. Through photography, illustrations and 
narrative, meet the women, and the men, from every continent who fought both for and against the 
suffrage movement, and those that are continuing the fight today. From New Zealand in 1894 to Saudi 
Arabia in 2014, discover the global petitions, campaigns, peaceful protests and marches, as well as 
extreme measures taken by suffragists and suffragettes in their determination to change history. 

 

Classroom Resources: Expanding Voting Rights 
Tolerance.org provides classroom resources that covers the complicated history of U.S. voting 
rights. For grades 6-8, 9-12. https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/tolerance-
lessons/expanding-voting-rights.  

For more book resources, visit cbkassociates.com 

and discoverecsl.org. 

 

  

The League of 

Women Voters is a 

reliable source for 

civic participation. 

Visit lwv.org.  

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Andr%C3%A9+Rodrigues&text=Andr%C3%A9+Rodrigues&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Larissa+Ribeiro&text=Larissa+Ribeiro&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_3?ie=UTF8&field-author=Paula+Desgualdo&text=Paula+Desgualdo&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_4?ie=UTF8&field-author=Pedro+Markun&text=Pedro+Markun&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/tolerance-lessons/expanding-voting-rights
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/tolerance-lessons/expanding-voting-rights
http://www.cbkassociates.com/resources
https://discoverecsl.wordpress.com/
https://discoverecsl.wordpress.com/

