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Explore: 
Diversity and Privilege in the Investigation Stage

Who do we include in the investigation process?



Tools for Exploring Diversity

Created by Jake Tashjian

Students can …

• *Define diversity in 10 words or less and add 
an image to represent their definition

• *Write forms of diversity in the spokes of the 
wheel. 

• *Consider who is represented in their group 
and who is NOT.  What forms of diversity are 
not present?

 
• *Consider which forms of diversity carry 

privilege or inequality.

• Consider which forms of diversity 
might be underprivileged in certain 
ways when it comes to the voting 
process. 



Tools for Exploring Diversity



Tools for Exploring Diversity



Tools for Exploring Diversity

Students can …

• Observe who is represented at school, who is NOT 
represented and who is influential on campus (or any 
community being explored). 

•  
* Determine who else needs to be included in the 
investigation process of service learning if they are 
not yet represented in the group. 

• Decide HOW they will engage other voices via 
action research - media, interviews, surveys or 
observation.

• * Use this process at voter registration drives, 
candidate forums, voting centers, etc. to determine 
who is and who isn’t represented and which 
demographic might need to be further engaged in 
the voting process.



Educate: 
Uncovering Voices Not Heard and Votes Not 

Cast to Create a Foundation for Change

What and how do we investigate?

The democratic process:  
What is IS and what it ISN’T



Our Democracy:  What it IS and What it ISN’T

Ideal Real

Each animal gets  
one vote

Literacy tests, poll taxes,  
gerrymandering



Our Democracy:  What it IS and What it ISN’T



Voting Rights in America
Two Centuries of Struggle

*What could teachers, students or organizations 
do to build on these activities?

*What key elements and themes were uncovered?

*What was surprising, what didn’t you know or 
what didn’t you see coming?



*Injustices. Use the context of the past to uncover 
how voting privilege and disenfranchisement 
continues today and affects our diverse electorate.

A Process for Student Investigation of How to 
Engage All Voices in Democracy

*Rights. Explore our rights as citizens of a 
democracy, and consider what is ideal and what is 
real in our election process.

*Diversity. Discover our diverse electorate and 
how their identities intersect with their ability to 
vote.



Practice: 
Service Learning Experiences 

and Forms of Action

How do we engage the issues  
uncovered in the investigation stage?



Four Kinds of Action

Direct Indirect

Advocacy Research



Happy Birthday - Now VOTE!
(An Indirect form of Service Learning Action)

• Students learn the importance of voting

• Write letters to peers turning voting age

• Share out lesson plans and outcomes

#HBDNowVote 



Reflection: 
Take-Aways and Next Steps

“ I wasn’t sure how to approach _______ ;  
now I can _____ , and my next step is to _____ . ”

Highlights and additional questions.

Front

Back


