
In America, on its west coast, nestled between the blue Pacific Ocean and the green occasionally snow-capped San
Gabriel Mountains, lies a huge, bustling village of over four million people, known as Los Angeles, “The City of
Angels.” It is diverse, complex, and vibrant metropolis, traversed not only with multiple-lane freeways, but also
with train tracks, bus lanes, boat harbors, and airport runways leading out and in.

Amidst the inhabitants of Los Angeles are children who care about the stories that students in Kambi ya Simba,
Tanzania, told . . . and who also have ideas, tales, observations, and dreams to share.

WHAT IS A VILLAGE? Having read the book, In Our Village, written by the students of Awet Secondary School in

Tanzania and What Kids Can Do, students -- ages 5 to 13 -- from eleven ECSA schools were inspired to collaborate 

on a book about the Los Angeles Region. They examined aspects of their community, gathered collective voices, 

and added photographs and illustrations.

The intention: to respond to the students of Awet Secondary School with a book that,

in a similar fashion, tells about lives of children in a different “village.”

The result: In Our Village - Los Angeles Region.

The process: Service Learning.

This book is part of the In Our Global Village Project. To find out more, visit www.inourvillage.org.
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PREFACE

We gathered around a small table at a local coffee house and read Barbara Cervone’s words as spoken by the

students of Awet Secondary School in Kambi ya Simba, Tanzania in their book In Our Village, “It astounds us – 

and we remain unconvinced – that anyone outside our village would care about our stories and our

challenges.”

And, we were moved to respond, to let these young authors know that students across the globe in Southern 

California, who have a completely different lifestyle, do care about their lives and challenges. Thus began the 

journey of students, teachers, administrators, and parents from eleven Los Angeles area elementary and middle

schools to participate in the In Our Global Village project, and offer a response book of stories to the students of 

Awet Secondary School, and to readers globally.

Kathy Hakim, Carolina Goodman, Addy McIntosh, Marisa McIntosh, Ann Nelson, Audrey Risden, and Donna 

Ritter caught the infectious enthusiasm of Cathryn Berger Kaye, International Service Learning expert, who had

introduced us to the book. We form a nucleus of the Elementary Community Service Association and were

meeting to discuss meaningful service learning programs for the 2006-2007 school year.

Founded in 1993, The Elementary Community Service Association (ECSA) is an organization of public and

private school administrators, teachers, community service coordinators, and parents dedicated to fostering the

spirit and experience of service learning within schools and the extended community. ECSA is committed to 

promoting age-appropriate opportunities for children to experience contributing to the lives of others and to 

empower children to develop a life-long sense of responsibility to their local and global communities. For more

information about service learning, visit The National Service Learning Clearinghouse www.servicelearning.org.

The first step toward creating In Our Village, Los Angeles Region occurred at our annual fall meeting where we 

discussed the experiences of Kambi ya Simba youth and provided an opportunity for our member schools to 

select chapters their students would be interested in producing. Classrooms, kindergarten through eighth grade 

(ages 5 through 13), interpreted the project using a broad range of methods. One class worked in small groups

to write many different chapters; other classes selected a single topic for their focus; and some classes

collaborated with each other to produce a single chapter. Another presented the book concept and let his 

Student Council members decide how best to respond. Several schools selected the same chapter, in which 

case faculty and parents helped combine multiple contributions into one topic.
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After reading and appreciating the stories of the Awet Secondary School students, our Los Angeles student 

authors enjoyed thinking about how to communicate their own culture, lifestyles and values to people in other 

communities and countries. They were encouraged to reflect their ideas using prose, poetry, illustrations, and 

photographs that you will see included in these pages. Grade levels of student writers are noted. The words are

all theirs.

Each teacher brought his/her unique style and approach to the project, and each class captured the essence of 

life in Los Angeles from a different perspective. Unlike Kambi ya Simba, “LA” (as it is often called) is a massive

collection of millions of people. Most Los Angeles families at some point in their past immigrated to the city from

many different countries worldwide. Over 72 foreign languages are spoken in Los Angeles public school 

classrooms. It is important for readers to recognize the multicultural nature of our city and to understand that the

life experiences of our private independent school authors can be significantly different from others who live in 

neighborhoods not far away. East Los Angeles is largely comprised of Spanish speaking people. South Los 

Angeles has a large percentage of African Americans. There are areas of the downtown metropolitan area 

called Chinatown, Little Tokyo, Little India, Filipino Town, Little Armenia, Little Saigon, and Korea Town. The rich 

diversity enhances the lives of the people who make their home in and around Los Angeles, California.

Collaborating on In Our Village, Los Angeles Region brought our member schools together as well. At our winter 

meeting, completed chapters were posted and participating teachers shared their experiences. Kim Wynn, Echo

Horizon had selected a few chapters but after seeing the enthusiastic response from her students, she 

broadened their opportunity to create all the chapters. She was particularly surprised to note the quality of writing 

was so much more impressive than for a typical homework assignment. Kim plans to visit to Kambi ya Simba this

summer and will expland the project in her classroom next year.

We dedicate this book to the students, teachers, and administrators of the Awet Secondary School, Kambi ya 

Simba, Tanzania. Thank you for inspiring us to take this journey. We hope our stories and information have

helped transport you and readers around the nation, continent, and globe to Los Angeles, “City of Angels”,

California.
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GREETINGS
by

Third Grade Students in Asal Al-Salman's Class
New Horizon School, Pasadena

Los Angeles is a city containing many unique communities of people. Generally people greet each other by 

saying hello or hi. Sometimes a handshake is added to the greeting. If the people have more time, they would 

usually start a conversation by saying How are you? or What’s up? Often, greetings are given only to those one 

is familiar with.
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In addition to the general greeting, many communities have their own personal greeting. In our Muslim

community, we usually start by saying assalamu alikum (peace be upon you) and the person sometimes 

responds the same way or with a better greeting by saying assalamu alilkum wa rahmatulah wa barakatuh

(peace, mercy, and blessings be upon you from God). Men usually shake hands while saying the words.

The handshake is a firm clasping of the right hands

and then an upward and downward movement.

Women in our community, however, exchange

kisses. Sometimes they give each other two kisses,

one on the right cheek and one on the left, and 

sometimes they give three. Frequently women get 

confused on how many to give so there is some 

awkwardness when one gives two and stops while 

the other is going forward with a third one. 

At our school, New Horizon Elementary, many of us

have secret handshakes with our friends. We have a

good time making new and unique handshakes that

nobody before us used. Each group of us uses some

kind of handshake that has many steps. Some

handshakes involve many turns, some involve jumping

and colliding our stomach, and others require touching 

the feet. Regardless of the method we use, we all 

ensure that we greet those that we know well.
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CALIFORNIA, OUR STATE
by

Fourth Grade Students in Kim Wynn's Class
Echo Horizon School, Culver City

California has gone through many changes. 

Not all have been perfect, but most have been 

important. There have been many different cultures

and people who have lived in our state. There were

the Native Americans who traveled to the Americas

and set up tribes all around the continent. They lived

in peace until the Spaniards arrived. The religion, 

beliefs and culture of the Native Americans were 

changed forever. A couple of years after the mission 

era ended, the Gold Rush began.

The Gold Rush news spread all around the 

country. Everyone came to the west to try to find gold. 

Since California was so populated and wealthy, it was 

made a state in 1850. 

When the gold rush ended, California had so

many people living in it. Not only did the population 

boom, but its rich, fertile land gave way to lots and lots 

of agriculture and to its industry and business. In fact, 

California had so much money that it started making

movies, and is home to Disneyland! Every kind of

movie was made from horror to comedy. These movies

have made California famous from Alaska to Japan

from Russia to Brazil.

There is natural peace in California’s many national parks like Sequoia, Big Bear, and Redwood.  Even 

though it has beautiful nature and is the movie center, our state is much more. There is one city that is known

worldwide and that is Los Angeles.

-5-

Los Angeles
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LOS ANGELES, OUR CITY
by

Fourth Grade Students in Kim Wynn's Class
Echo Horizon School, Culver City

Los Angeles is located in the southwest part of California. California’s capital is Sacramento, which is 

located in the center of the state. The population of our city is a very large number, and it increases every three 

seconds. The number of people that live in Los Angeles is estimated to be over four milliion.

There are four different regions in California. They are the desert, coast, valley, and mountains. Los 

Angeles is situated along the coast of the Pacific Ocean. All the regions have very different climates.

Different countries including Spain and Mexico have inspired the architecture here. There are old wooden

buildings, structures made from stucco and some from brick. There are also archways and courtyards. There are

buildings with different doors, windows, and ceilings. Most of them are slightly different, but some are the same. 

All buildings have a different history.

-6-

Los Angeles (L.A.) is a county and a city. It is very large in size. It includes many places like Los Feliz,

Santa Monica, Malibu, Venice, Beverly Hills, Hawthorne, Pasadena, Beverlywood, Central Los Angeles, West

L.A., and Culver City (where our school is). There are many more, but too many to name.

In Los Angeles (L.A.), there is a city called Hollywood. Hollywood is a very rich neighborhood. Many

entertainers live here. It is a place where a lot of TV (television) shows are made, movie premiers are shown and

more.

This place called Los Angeles is a unique city that is sometimes loud and busy. It is filled with people. It is 

nice to live in because of the sunny weather, the beautiful views, and lots of opportunities. This is where we live.

-7-
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ROOTS IN SPANISH HERITAGE
by

Seventh Grade Students in Evelyn Betancourth's Class
The Country School, North Hollywood

In 1769, Gaspar de Portola camped on the Los Angeles River with sixty other people. The Spanish

governor of Alta California, founded a pueblo. In 1781, Puebledores, a group of twelve families, led by Captain

Rivera Moncada, established El Pueblo de Nuestra Senora de la Reyna de Los Angeles de Porciuncula.

California was ruled by Spain until 1821, when Mexico assumed independence and control of California.

The United States declared war with Mexico in 1846. The Treaty of Cahuenga ended the war in 1847,

expanding U.S. territory to include California. In 1850, the City of Angels got renamed as "Los Angeles."

California culture is influence by the Spanish language in many ways; our street names, cities, and states

are Spanish. Some states have Spanish names -- California, New Mexico, Texas, and Nevada. Street names, for

example, are Cahuenga, Buena Vista, Sepulveda, Pico, and La Tijera. Pico is named after Pio Pico; he was the

last Mexican Governor in Los Angeles. Some of the cities are Santa Barbara, Santa Monica, San Diego, San

Bernardino and Los Angeles. In Spanish, San means saint for a man and Santa means saint for a woman.

The language of Spanish has had an effect on our English. Los Angeles is a great place to learn Spanish.

There are many words we use every day that come from Spanish, such as armadillo, adobe, patio, sombrero and 

piñatas. We also use some Spanish expressions such as adios, hasta la vista and Yo quiero. Spanish is a

Romance language, meaning that it comes from Latin, the language of the Romans. Because of the great

influence of Latin on the English language, there are also many words in Spanish that look and/or sound similar

to English words. These are called cognates like delicioso, fabuloso, farmacia and oficina. Since there are many

communities that have a large Spanish-speaking population, people can take the opportunity to speak their

language in the comfort of their back yard without leaving the city.
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Spanish culture has influenced Los Angeles in

many ways including the food business. Corn is most

commonly used in tortillas - a round, flat soft bread.

One meal in which tortillas are used is an enchilada. 

There are two kinds of enchiladas, cheese and chicken.

Traditionally these plates are served with rice and 

beans. Some other common plates are burritos,

tamales and tacos.

These Latino plates influenced the American

culture by being one of the most popular food choices 

to eat. Spanish food has influenced America because 

we have many Mexican restaurants with an American

twist like Taco Bell, Poquito Mas, and Baja Fresh. 

Mexican food is very tasty. This type of food has

spices which taught us that we do like Mexican food and

other hot/spicy food. Some of the well known desserts are

churros, flan, tres leches cake and arroz con leche.

Drinks are also becoming very popular such as 

horchata, jamaica and tamarindo. Dulces (candies) are also

infiltrating our ice cream trucks like Lucas Candies, Paletas

(Mexican popcicles) and tamarind candies to name a small

number of them. One can also experience many changes in

our local super markets, by finding a variety of Latin American 

groceries.

-9-
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Soccer is a very popular sport in Los Angeles. Soccer originated in England in 1855. The Futbol 

Association was established in London in 1863. The game was evolved into a spectator sport. Soccer spread 

internationally in the 1870s. Spain, Germany, Italy, France, and other European nations took it up later in the 

20th century.  Soccer is a very huge sport in Latin America. Immigrants from Mexico and South America brought 

with them their love of futol and influenced American families. Soccer has been a way of coming together and 

having family time while watching the game.  The American culture has developed this as well. Anyone can be a 

witness of this by just going around our local parks during any afternoon or weekends.

Latinos have had a vast influence in the American culture and entertainment industry. There are many 

famous Latino artists who have had an impact through their acting and music. Two of the top female Latino

Artists are Jennifer Lopez and Shakira. 

Jennifer (JLo) is an Actress/Singer/ Fashion Designer who was born in the Bronx, NY, on July 24, 1969. 

The movie that helped set off her career was "Selena" in 1997. She has become one of the highest paid 

Latinas in the American culture. Young people enjoy her music because she has different styles. For example 

pop, R&B and salsa music. JLo’s designs are very fashionable and in style at all times. She influenced the 

acceptance of  different  body types. 

Shakira Mebarak (her full name is Shakira Isabel Mebarak Ripoll) was born in February 2, 1977, in 

Barranquilla, Colombia, into a poor family. Shakira wrote her first song when she was eight years old. She now is 

a singer and a belly dancer. She has influenced many all over Latin America, Europe and now the United 

States, mostly because of her singing. She brings Latin American rhythms and dances alive. Our generation is 

fortunate to see more Latinos on the small-screen on a daily basis and also in the movies.

In closing, Spanish culture has influenced us in many ways such as places, language, food, sports, and 

entertainment. Spanish culture is the root of Los Angeles and will always and forever remain that way. 
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GOVERNMENT BY AND FOR THE PEOPLE
by

Fifth and Sixth Grade Students in the Library with Jenny Lapidus
Los Encinos School, Encino

A citizen of California who is over 18 years of age can vote. We live in a Democracy and we elect people to run 

our government.

The State of California is run by a governor, senators, and assembly members. They are all elected by the

voters. There is one governor, 40 senators, and 80 assembly members. California is so big it is divided into 

different areas. Each area has the same number of senators but the number of assembly members is decided by

how many people live in an area. We have a State Constitution that has rules for us to follow. It is the job of the 

elected people to be sure that these laws are followed. That is why we also have a Supreme Court with judges 

to make certain that each law that is passed is constitutional.

-11-
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The laws in our Constitution are meant to protect the people. We have freedom of speech, personal

property cannot be searched without a warrant, freedom of religion, slavery is strictly prohibited, discrimination by 

sex, race, or creed cannot be permitted, and a defendant in a criminal matter has the right to a speedy trial. 

Amendments can change the Constitution. The Constitution has specific rules to follow when this occurs.

We have a Check and Balance System in our government. The three areas of the government are the

Executive, Legislative, and Judicial. Our state government is run by the Executive (governor) Legislative 

(senators and assembly members) and Judicial (judges). Each one of the branches can block some acts by the

other two branches. An example is that our governor can veto or pass a bill that the Legislature sends to 

him/her. If the governor vetoes the legislation, it goes back to the Legislature and they can still pass it if two-

thirds of the members of the Senate and Assembly vote for it.

We have term limits in California. This means that the governor can only be elected to two terms. Each

term is four years. Like the governor, a senator can be elected to two terms and each term is four years. An

assembly member is elected for three terms but each term is only for two years. The purpose of term limits is so

that no one person can hold the power forever, as can happen in a dictatorship.

Our judges on the Supreme Court are appointed by the governor and the term is 12 years. After the 12

years these judges then have to be elected by the people. Judges in Superior Courts (lower court) that hear civil 

and criminal cases are elected by the voters. There is a system of appeals so that if a defendant loses a case,

there is an opportunity for another court to hear the case.
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The most important Check and Balance is the people who vote. Our citizens elect people to make

decision on our behalf. If we do not like what is happening while the elected official is in office, we can call for 

their recall. Many people have to sign a petition stating that they want an elected official recalled and then there

is an election so the citizens vote on the matter. Also, when a candidate who has been in office comes up for 

reelection he/she will not be reelected if the citizens no longer feel that he/she is the best candidate.

Although our school is in Encino we are part of the county of Los Angeles which is divided into 15

councils. We elect a mayor to oversee our city issues and a council member to oversee Encino. For example, if

you live in Encino, you are represented by Council 5. The mayor creates our city budget which must be approved

by the city council. This is another example of checks and balances. The city council submits to the mayor new 

legislation. The mayor then approves it or vetoes it. If it is vetoed it can still be approved the same way as when 

our governor vetoes legislation.

-13-
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PRESCRIPTIONS FOR HEALTHY LIVING
by

Fourth Grade Students in Cindy Greenbaum’s and Sara Seidman’s Classes
John Thomas Dye School, Los Angeles

We learned from the book “In Our Village” that the people of Kambi ya Simba, Tanzania have an 

average life expectancy of 45 years. Our fourth grade class decided to research healthcare in our city of Los 

Angeles. We found that where we live, the average life expectancy is 76.9 years old! Isn’t that amazing?

In the city of Los Angeles there are about 16 hospitals. We think that is a lot, even for a city as big as 

this one. One thing that we think is very interesting is that in only one hospital, there are more than 700 doctors!

(Cedars Sinai) These are just a few of the things that those doctors deal with: Burns, Heart Disease, Skeletal 

Diseases, Cancer, Kidney and Liver Diseases and Transplants, Pain Management, Strokes, Diabetes 

Treatment and Education, Digestive Diseases, Neuro-endocrine Tumors, and Joint Replacements. We think this

is an extraordinary number of projects for one hospital to be able to do and we are very fortunate to have such 

good care.

Here is one student's experience at the hospital:

When I went to the hospital I had to go to the 

emergency room. Right when I walked in I saw 

really bright lights. I had to get an x-ray. An x-ray 

is something that can look into your body to see

if bones are broken. During the x-ray I had to 

wear a heavy vest. I had to get a cast put on. I 

had the cast on for one month. I could not play 

sports when I had the cast on. I also couldn’t 

play sports for about a week after the cast got 

sawed off because my body had to heal. It was

not fun to break my arm.

-14-

Students decorate the hospital for Halloween.

Drug Stores and Pharmacies

Did you know that there are over 500 drug stores in Los Angeles and most of them are huge? You can 

find medicine for your allergies and colds. The three medicines that are used most often are Tylenol, Sudafed,

and Tums. Tylenol is used for pain relief. Sudafed is used to kill sicknesses. Tums are used to get rid of

stomachaches. You can also get personal prescriptions to cure whatever sickness you have. Only some 

sicknesses cannot be cured.

The drug stores have everything from medicines to sunglasses and candy. For your medicines, you can 

call in and order them so later you can pick them up. There is something for everybody in the family.

Our personal healthcare experiences:

If we get a cough, headache or stomachache at school, our teachers tell us to wait awhile and see how 

we feel; or they feel our foreheads and tell us if we are warm enough to go up to the nurse. The nurse usually

gives us extra cough drops, takes our temperature and gives us some water, Motrin, Tums or Pepto-Bismol and

tells us to go to the bathroom. After going to the bathroom, the nurse gives us some ginger ale and tells us to sit 

on the couch and relax. If we are on the couch and still feel disgusting the nurse gets us a trashcan or a bucket 

in case we feel like throwing up. If we do throw up our parents come get us.

If we’re sick at home, our parents notice by looking at how we get out of bed or by how much breakfast 

we eat. If they notice we’re slumping when we walk or don’t have much of an appetite, they’ll ask us if we’re 

feeling all right or if we feel sick. They can usually tell if we’re sick in the morning because we already woke up in 

the middle of the night and told our parents, “I don’t feel very well, I can’t sleep because I feel really cold and 

shivery and the next minute I feel hot and sweaty.” Then our mom or dad takes our hand, leads us back to our

bed, and uses a thermometer to take our temperature. They give us water and Tylenol and tell us to stay in bed, 

drink lots of water, and rest until they arrange the doctor’s appointment.

When we go to the doctor’s office we usually are very sick, or are going for a check up. The doctor asks

us what our symptoms are. We usually answer cough, fever, diarrhea, stomachache, vomiting, sore throat,

headache, lack of sleep, not eating right, or runny nose. Then the doctor takes our temperature. After all the 

questions have been asked, he usually tells us to get lots of rest, and drink lots of water.  Then the doctor gives 

our parents a prescription for medication that they can get at the pharmacy.

When our parents take us home, they usually make a little comfy bed for us on the couch so we can

watch TV or movies. Our parents come in every 10 minutes to check on us. Then they give us some hot soup

and salty crackers. Sometimes if we are looking sick and miserable, we get a little treat.

-15-
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Decorating the children's hospital:

For the last seven years, the fourth grade community service project has been to decorate the halls at 

the UCLA Mattel Children’s Hospital. Our guide, Hilary, tells us where to put the decorations. Half our class goes

at Halloween and the other half goes at Christmas time, to decorate the hospital halls and doctors’ and nurses’

stations. We also make decorations for Valentine’s Day, Easter and the summer season.

Mattel’s Children’s Hospital is located in West Los Angeles at UCLA.  It was founded in 1930 and 

completed in 1962. Their goals are patient care and teaching. In 1995, they became part of the Children’s 

Hospitals and related institutions. Their mission is to provide treatment for children in a compassionate

atmosphere as well as to conduct research that improves the understanding and treatment of pediatric diseases.

Mattel is a clean and neat hospital and it has rooms for children to have fun: the movie room, the

teenager’s room, and the starlight room. Mattel Children’s Hospital at UCLA offers complete medical care for

infants, children, adolescents and teenagers. Mattel Children’s Hospital is a very nice place and was ranked #1

Children’s Hospital in Southern California. 
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EDUCATION OPENS DOORS
by

Second and Seventh Grade Students in Amy Storm's Class
Clairbourn School, San Gabriel

Our classrooms are filled with interesting things to do. We are fortunate.

In California, we have both public and private schools. Public schools are free because residents pay 

taxes. The majority of people go to public schools, which are usually much bigger than private schools. Some are 

overcrowded and may lack enough funding for programs and materials, like books and computers. Kids

sometimes drop out of school and, as a result, may have fewer job opportunities. However, most students in 

Southern California can get a very good education. After high school, students have choices: get a job or 

continue with their education at two-year programs through a community college, trade school, or four-year 

programs at public or private universities.

At private schools, families pay tuition. There is usually a lower teacher:student ratio. Some parents 

believe that private schools offer a safer environment or a better chance for their children to get into a good

college. The parents are usually very involved with their children’s activities in a private school.

We go to a small, private school with 415 students. The average size of a class is 20 students. We wear

uniforms and most of us live close by and ride cars to school. We have a field, a swimming pool, a library, woods

nearby, and a lot of computers. Our campus is beautiful.

-17-

Elem book2 .indd   20-21Elem book2 .indd   20-21 5/21/07   2:50:54 PM5/21/07   2:50:54 PM



EDUCATION: THE KEY TO SUCCESS
by

Fifth Grade Students in Lenda Sater's Class
New Horizon School, Pasadena

We are thankful for what we have at New Horizon School. Grades range from pre-K to 8th grade. Our

school is separated into two campuses. We have the lower school in one building; and across the street, about 

30 seconds away, the middle school. We have 177 students. We are like a big family.

The main language at our school is English; however, we do have Arabic as a second language. It is a

Muslim school, so we have religion class during the day. Other than that, we have a typical school with the 

normal academic subjects. We wear different uniforms throughout the week. We do not enjoy it so much, but we

have gotten used to it. We have metal lockers to organize our books and supplies. Technology is great at our 

school, thanks to Mrs. Ansari. She is the technology director and helps us understand the positives of using a 

computer. Our classrooms are decorated with colorful pictures, poems, quotes, helpful grammar tips and much

more.  We do not have chalkboards, but something called a “dry erase board;” it is white and glossy. You use a 

special marker on it, and it is erasable.

Other than our school appearance, we have great activities in our school such as soccer (football),

basketball, volleyball, softball and much more. We have clubs and tutoring after school. Our school is private,

and the adults in our school help us to aim high and achieve high levels in our academic scores. We recently 

received the “Blue Ribbon” award. This award is given to the schools who achieve very high scores on the state 

tests. We think of ourselves as creative, smart, outgoing, and overall compassionate. We strive to be good

Muslims in this melting pot; we hope our goals will guide us toward a wonderful future.

loohcSelddiMloohcSrewoL
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We fill our backpacks each day. We spend a lot of time doing homework and studying.

Clairbourn is a very academic school. We are lucky because we have great teachers. They help us. We

have chapel together every day. Students build wonderful friendships here. We are like family. Our school is 

special because it gives us many opportunities. Gloria Stahmer, the Assistant Headmaster of Clairbourn School,

believes there is a lot to a good education:

We are not just concerned with academics. We are concerned about what

kind of people our students turn out to be….whether they are nice or caring to

others. We also want our students to have experiences in art, music, drama,

sports, and all other areas of life.

Amy Beckstrom, Clairbourn’s Middle School Director says, “one of the most important things a school

can do is to prepare students to go out and lead healthy, happy, and productive lives.” We believe that our 

education will help to prepare us for the future. Lots of doors open up when you have a good education.
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Elem book2 .indd   22-23Elem book2 .indd   22-23 5/21/07   2:50:56 PM5/21/07   2:50:56 PM



HOT SUMMERS - NOT SO WET WINTERS
by

Kingergarten through Fourth Grade Students in the Library with Jenny Lapidus
Los Encinos School, Encino

Today is January 31, 2007. It is 66°F during the day and 46°F at night. Our winters are usually mild.

Even if it feels cold the sun is shining. We only had 3 days of light rain in January. The total amount of rainfall in 

all of January was .36 inches.

This January there were many windy days, which is typical. If the wind is hot and dry it is called a Santa 

Ana Wind. These winds can blow up to 100 miles per hour. They form between the Sierra Nevada Mountains

(which are in northern California) and the Rocky Mountains which are east of us. In between the two mountain 

ranges is the Great Basin. When there is high pressure over this area, the air moves to the lower pressure area

towards the Pacific Ocean and it heats up.

The Santa Ana Winds cause big problems where we live. The winds spread fire very quickly. Just two 

weeks ago, four houses burned down in 30 minutes. These houses were very close to each other. Sometimes

the fires cause wildfires where there are no homes. A tiny spark gets carried by the wind for miles. The land is 

covered by chaparral brush which burns quickly. It can take several days to put out these fires.
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Sometimes January has a very different weather patterns. Some years it rains and rains. Every five or 

seven years we have El Niño. It occurs when the current off the coast of Peru warms up. It sometimes warms up

for one month and sometimes for several months. El Niño occurs when the current runs north to south and when

the easterly wind that moves from South America to Australia is weak. In our area it is a nice change to have 

the rain.

It is fun to play in the rain and step in puddles and get wet. However, there are some serious problems

from too much rain. We can get mudslides in the hills that are very near our school. Sometimes, the mudslides

slip down to the streets that we need to drive on to get to school. It can take days to clean up the mud;

especially if is continues to rain.

We are only 10 miles from the Pacific Ocean and we love our weather year round.
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We are also only a three- to five-hour car ride from places like Big Bear and Mammoth,
where it snows because the elevation is higher.

In one day’s time you can be swimming in the Pacific Ocean and snowboarding or
skiing in the mountains.
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ARTICHOKES, STRAWBERRIES, AND ORANGES
by Kingergarten through Sixth Grade Students in

Jenny Lapidus', Mimi Ryan's, Matt Kline's, Joan Friedman's and Yuette Monteilh's Classrooms
Los Encinos, Encino - Turning Point, Culver City - John Thomas Dye, Los Angeles

The food we eat is purchased in a grocery store, but it used to be different. Los Encinos is across the

street from the State Historic Park. In 1845 it was a cattle ranch with crops. Fruit trees were plentiful and there 

was a pond. Today, the fruit trees and pond are still there as well as the original buildings. It is fun to go to this 

park for a picnic and feed the ducks and geese that swim in the pond. Today, 162 years later, this park is 

surrounded by all types of businesses and cars driving by. In fact, next door to this park is a shopping mall with

a post office, two restaurants, and a grocery store called Smart & Final. Smart & Final has meat, dairy, 

vegetables, fruits, and non edible items including laundry soaps, brooms, and cooking utensils for sale. There

are many grocery stores nearby, because there are so many people living in the same area.

California is the top producer of agricultural products in our country. In the Central Valley, over 200 crops 

are grown. Many people come from our neighbor to the south, Mexico, to work on our farms. Our mild climate lets

us grow crops all year long. We have fertile soil, good seeds, and good irrigation. We have aqueducts that bring

the water from the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers to the Central Valley. We have reservoirs that hold the 

water until it is needed.
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Elem book2 .indd   26-27Elem book2 .indd   26-27 5/21/07   2:50:58 PM5/21/07   2:50:58 PM



Most of the fruits and vegetables that are for sale in the grocery store are grown in
California in the region called the Central Valley.The soil is excellent in the Central 
Valley. There are many minerals in the soil.

Some of our favorites include strawberries, oranges, almonds, lemons, avocados, olives, apricots, and

grapefruits.  Other crops are cotton, hay, wheat, corn, sugar beets, lettuce, broccoli, asparagus, onions, and 

mushrooms.  California has two nicknames, the "Salad Bowl" and the "Grape State."

Our crop prices are set by supply and demand. This year the citrus fruit and strawberries will be at a 

higher price than in most years. This is because we had freezing weather for a few days that damaged the crops

so there will be less available, and this makes the prices higher.

John Thomas Dye School has a greenhouse.  We start out in a city, but once we step into the 

greenhouse, we arrive in a small, tropical forest. The tall bushbeans are the trees of our forest, and the carrots

are the beautiful flowers.  We had the opportunity to watch small seeds grow into edible plants.  The process is 

incredible!
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The Strangers
Dedicated to California’s migrant farm worker

There is no peace
When people we rely on
Are strangers

The heart of the beast
Is pumped
By the hand of this so called
Disease

Ties made with strangers
Are severed
By the border between
Life and death

Rebellion is eminent
If the hand we eat from
Is injured
By the humiliation
Of exile

So love your brothers
And praise your neighbors
Because they are the ones 
We need

- Gil, 6th grade, Turning Point School
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Inspiration from Nature
by

Fifth Grade Students in Jason Greenberg's and Chris Bartel's Classes
John Thomas Dye School, Los Angeles

Nature

Sometimes life in the city makes me feel as if my head is about to explode. But to me, the nearby 

canyon is peace, sanctuary from the bustling city. As I walk through shady, cool tunnels formed

by trees reaching for the sky, I feel calm. I emerge into the sunlight, and its warm, golden glow 

warms my very heart. A musty smell fills the air as the puffy, dry seeds of the pampas grass are 

swept away on a warm breeze. Those seeds will one day settle back into the earth, growing and 

continuing nature’s circle. Life, death, rebirth. Life, death, rebirth. The plant that those seeds

came from is now dead, but others will be reborn from those seeds. Nature is, and always will be,

wehttaM --      .yrautcnas ym
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Two Different Worlds

Down in our peaceful and exotic canyon, we’re away from the rush of the bustling

city. No busy streets or boisterous cars. Just the soft breeze blowing at my hair 

and the tranquility of nature.

The willow grotto is my favorite place. The wind is colder and brisk because I am

farther down and there is less light. The ground crunches under my feet 

whenever I step on the dry, matted leaves that have fallen from the willows. A

meager amount of water trickles through here, and the air I’m breathing is very 

crisp. Branches reach down for me, trying to haul me away into the sky. It is a little 

frightening, but when I hear the sweet sounds of the birds calling, I know I’m safe.

As we tread farther up the steep hill, the light starts to shine brighter. We come

back to our world -- no tall grass, no forests, and no wild animals chasing you. 

When I look up, I don’t see the tops of trees, but the tops of colossal buildings

and polluted skies. The only wild animals chasing me would be aberrant bullies or

rapid and reckless cars.

To me, the canyon is like a beautiful, new world where you can really think, feel, 

and connect with nature.

-- Jacqueline
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(insert photo here)

Down in the canyon, where all I can see,

Is the beauty of nature shining back at me.

I can sense Mother Nature’s radiant eyes,

Viewing me from where the murky water lies.

The calm, pine-scented air,

Flowing about and blowing my hair.

The sweet-smelling flowers, not fully in bloom,

And those plants that are picked and meet their doom.

The sights and scents of Nature are oh so pretty,

Compared to the ghastly, bustling life of the city.

-- Samantha
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ECOSYSTEMS LINK LIFE
by

Sixth Grade Students in Mimi Ryan’s Class
Turning Point School, Culver City

Despite the fact that Los Angeles is a largely urban city, it is also home to many diverse and vital ecosystems

living in the ocean and the Santa Monica Mountains.

PLANTS AND ANIMALS OF THE PACIFIC OCEAN 

Los Angeles is very dependent on its coastal ecosystems. There many species of plant and animal life living in 

the Pacific Ocean. On the top of the food chain there are whales, dolphins, seals, sea lions, and sharks which

can be found in the coastal waters off Los Angeles. 

There are also many 

plants such as seaweeds, 

kelp, algae and plankton, 

surf-grass, and eel grass.

There are also plenty of 

spiny-skinned animals. 

Beautiful orange, purple,

and pink sea stars can be

seen in most tide pools 

located along the coast-

line. Sea urchins and

brittle stars are also 

abundant in our waters. In 

addition to these plants

and animals, there are

many species such as fish,

crab, octopus, squid, and

many more.
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Unfortunately, the marine life in the waters of Los Angeles is in grave danger. The waters are becoming 

increasingly polluted and many species of plant and animal life are endangered of becoming extinct. The human

population and local industries are the key contributors to the decline of our ocean’s health.   Waste products

consist of industrial effluents, oil platforms, power plants, surface run off, garbage, and sewage outfalls. There

are also designated dumpsites where chemicals, dredge materials, drill cuttings, and radio active materials are 

being deposited.

Many people including both children and adults 

are trying to help our ocean. It is not uncommon to see 

people out on the beaches cleaning up trash, and many 

people donate large sums of money so that the 

population can be educated about why our ocean is in 

such grave danger. The effects of Global Warming are

also adding to the decline of life quality of our marine life.

How does the ocean make you feel?

It makes me feel free, light, happy and calm. -- Rebecca

It makes me feel excited and hungry. -- Christian

The ocean soothes me. -- Anthony

It’s just disappointing that people litter in it.  -- Bella

Free, free-spirited, cheerful, giddy, blessed, and peaceful.  -- Tara

I like swimming in the ocean, but I wish the water was cleaner.  -- Katya

The ocean makes me feel calm. When I hear the waves crash on the shore, it makes me feel relaxed inside. The
feeling of the sand in my toes and playing in the water makes me feel good like I never have before.  -- Amanda
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THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS

The Santa Monica Mountains spans 153,075 acres of land in the Los Angeles area. It is the world’s largest urban 

national park. Like the Pacific Ocean, this area is home to many diverse species of plants and animals. There are

several diverse plant communities found in the coastal salt marsh, chaparral, coastal sage scrub, live oak and

riparian woodlands, freshwater ponds and lakes, and rock outcrops.

Living in these communities there are over fifty 

species of mammal, twenty-five species of reptile,

eleven species of amphibian, and approximately

384 species of birds. Plant eating animals such as

deer, rabbit, and rodents fall prey to animals higher 

on the food chain such as mountain lions, coyotes,

bobcats, foxes, skunks, and badgers. Everyone

needs to be careful of the rattlesnake which, if

provoked, can deliver a painful bite!  In addition to 

this fearsome and beautiful creature, there are 15

other snake, seven lizard, and two turtle species

living in this thriving environment. The Santa Monica

Mountains are also home to amphibians such as the

California treefrog, the Pacific treefrog, and the

Arroyo toad. One of the most impressive

characteristics of this region is its bird population.

Stunning golden eagles, red-tailed hawks, great

horned owls, and peregrine falcons are only a few of 

the feathered animals inhabiting the area.
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SEA and SUN, SAND and SURF
by Second Grade Students in

Nicole Marshall's, Karin Swarner's, Josie Bahedry's, and Malia Gregory's Classes
John Thomas Dye School, Los Angeles

We are learning about sea animals that live in the ocean. We care about them. They are beautiful.

There are whales and dolphins that live in the sea. We go whale watching, which means we go on a boat and 

look for whales. We read books about them too. We like caring for the sea creatures.

The beach is a great place to play. It is fun to dig for sand crabs and catch jellyfish. Playing beach

volleyball and body surfing on the waves is so much fun. You can also collect shells and build sandcastles.
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It’s also fun to splash and play in the waves. We go surfing and boogie boarding when we go to the 

beach.  Surfing is when you take a board and ride on the waves. Snorkeling is one of our favorite things to do. 

You get to see so many flamboyant fish. We hope you like learning about the beach in Los Angeles.

We love to clean the beach. We think it is so important to pick up cigarette butts, plastic, and balloons, so

animals don’t eat the trash and get sick or die. We found a balloon that looked like a jellyfish. We pick up trash

because it is important for us to help keep our world clean and keep our ocean clean for all sea creatures. We

like our Los Angeles village to be clean!
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GETTING THERE FROM HERE
by

Fourth through Sixth Grade Students in Charley Martin’s Class
Curtis School, Los Angeles

The transportation in LA is normally by car,

“Beep, Beep!” This is the sound of cars on the 405

Freeway in LA. This is usually the sound we hear 

day in and day out as our parents drive us to school.

The worst part of driving is the traffic. We can spend

a whole hour in the car just getting to school, even if 

we are only 15 miles away. 

In LA, cars are our life because cars can

take you pretty much anywhere you want to go. 

Many people have one or two per family. Many cars

in LA are very nice. There are many cars called 

Ferraris, Maseratis, Aston Martins, and many many

more. LA is one of the main cities in the world that is 

this obsessed with cars. The cars in LA don’t usually

break down, but there are so many cars that they

sometimes get into accidents.

All of our roads are paved and leveled out, 

but our cars don’t only drive on roads they drive on

freeways. Freeways are really, really long roads where 

cars can go very fast and there are no stoplights. The 

freeway extends for hundreds of miles and can hold

thousands of cars. This is where most accidents

happen since the cars are gong so fast. There are

about six different lanes going each direction that all 

hold cars. There is one lane called the carpool

lane.To be in the carpool lane there must be two or

more people in a car. This allows people who are

driving together to go faster than other people who 

are driving by themselves. Hopefully this will make

more people drive together, so we will have fewer

cars on the freeway. 
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In LA there are always cars on the road no matter what time of day. Big cars, little cars, blue cars, red cars, that’s 

what you usually see on the freeway. Honk! Honk! That’s all you hear at 3 o’clock. Three o’clock is the beginning 

of rush hour traffic. That’s when people are let out of school or are done with work and are going home. Zoom!

“My mom has a car, my dad has a car, and even my 16 year old brother, who just started driving, has a car.”
        -- Natalie, 6th Grade

Cars are not the only things we use. Planes are also very important to people in LA. The plane helps us get to

places outside of our state or even outside of our country. It is a much faster way to get places. There are also 

buses in LA. Some people don’t have cars and so they take a bus into different places in the city. LA uses bikes 

too, but they are mostly for exercise. At the beach there is a boardwalk that people ride along. When they get

tired, they ride back to their car, put their bike away and go home. This is the way we get around in LA.

“My family usually bikes every Sunday to an outdoor market.” –Sammie, 5th Grade
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TIME TO PLAY
by

Fourth through Sixth Grade Students in Kim Wynn's and Charley Martin’s Classes
Echo Horizon School, Culver City - Curtis School, Los Angeles

Here in Los Angeles, we play lots of games. We play games at school, games at home, games during the

summer, and we even play games with our parents.

When we are not in school or completing homework, we spend most of our time playing sports or doing

hobbies. These sports and hobbies keep us entertained and healthy. Some of the sports that we like to play are

baseball, basketball, American football, and running marathons.

Some of our hobbies include reading, snow boarding, and fishing. It doesn’t snow here in Los Angeles, 

so if we want to go snow boarding, then you would have to go somewhere else. At home, some kids spend 

hours playing videogames.  They are different from real-life sports.  You use a game console and controller to 

play a pretend sport, like the World Cup. Girls often prefer to spend time with their friends instead of playing 

videogames.

During our recess time, we like to play foursquare, handball, and basketball. Foursquare is hitting a ball 

into another person’s square. In handball, you and a partner hit a ball against a wall. What you call football, we 

call soccer. It is the same thing, but with a different name.
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Entertainment is a big part of our lives in Los Angeles, California. We use entertainment to have fun,

relax, feel emotional, and learn things. We love to play games, take trips, watch movies and television. We enjoy

playing and watching sports. We also like to be informed.

Going to the movies is popular on weekends. We eat popcorn and sit inside cushioned chairs in a

theater. There are movies for kids and adults.  Popular kids' movies include "Cars" and "Harry Potter." To go to 

the movies costs about ten dollars.

Sometimes we like to have fun and go on roller coasters. TV is very popular in our country.  People watch

the news to learn what’s going on around the world. Cartoons are popular for kids and everyone has a favorite 

show.

Watching sports is a big part of our culture. We attend games at a huge stadium with thousands of

people. We also watch sports at home on TV with our family and friends. Sometimes we eat chips and dip while 

watching the sport. It’s exciting because we like to root for our home team. A couple of our teams are the

Dodgers baseball team, the Lakers basketball team, the USC (University of Southern California) football team,

and the Galaxy soccer team. A famous soccer player, David Beckham, is coming to Los Angeles to be on our

team. When we win, we feel happy and excited.
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Our physical education teacher says:

"I like sports because it gives you a chance to improve each time you play.  As my hobby I like to go to

the beach and surf."

Without these activities, our lives would be less interesting, and we would not be athletic.

When we play with adults and family we often play board games. Some of our favorites are chess, 

checkers, Sorry, Connect Four, Battleship, and everyone’s favorite, Monopoly.

Most people like to read in our country. We might read a book, magazine, or newspaper. Some of our

books are funny, sad, scary, and exciting. We can learn things from books, like how to cook or about the Solar

System. Some of the children’s books we like are Charlotte’s Web and Harry Potter.  Not only can you read for 

fun, buut you have to read menus, signs, and other things that you need to get around.

There are many different kinds of entertainment in our country. Movies, vacations, sports and reading are

some. We love to entertain ourselves or be entertained.
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THOUSANDS OF CUSTOMERS A DAY
by

First and Second Graders in April Vail’s and Lisa Ogden’s Class
The Oaks School, Hollywood

When we are looking for something that is not a necessity, we sometimes go to a shopping mall which is

a large building with lots of stores. There are about 30 malls in Los Angeles with anywhere from 65-300 stores 

inside.  Most of the shops in a mall are retail chain stores, meaning there are other identical retail outlets and 

there is central management. There are usually one or two large department stores that carry clothing, shoes,

jewelry, house wares, and cosmetics. There are also specialty stores to purchase specific items, such as

children’s clothing, kitchen accessories, shoes, or sunglasses, for example. Besides shops, one can find

restaurants, movie theaters, and places to sit. Most malls have a parking garage with several levels for parking 

our cars.
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Our school is located across the street from a mall called the Hollywood and Highland Center. It is 

632,000 square feet in size, has 5 levels, and can park 2,700 cars. Besides shops and restaurants, there is a 

Metro subway stop, a bowling alley, movie theaters, and the Kodak Theater which hosts the Academy Awards. 

There are a lot of tourists that visit our mall because it is in front of the “Walk of Stars”. This mall is an outdoor

mall: the stores surround a central outdoor plaza. One can see the “Hollywood” sign from the back side.

For us to go to the Hollywood and Highland Center, we cross a very busy street where approximately 

1,200 cars drive by every hour during the day. Our students took a trip to the mall: “We go to a mall once or

twice a month to shop or have a treat. At this mall, we counted 51 stores and 27 restaurants. There are lots of 

coffee shops because coffee is very popular with grownups in America. There is also a club for grownups to

dance to music and visit with each other. The stores were pretty expensive. There was a handbag store that had

a purse for $15,000 that was locked in a safe. It must be made with diamonds! Sunglasses were about $150 at

a sunglass store. There was a shoe store that had so many black boots to choose from that it was confusing.

Most of the stores played loud music that made us feel like we had a lot of energy.The people that work in the

stores dress in today’s styles so that you want to look like them.
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MADE BY HAND
by

Second Grade Students in Gretchen Gantner’s, Patricia Marrs’, and Ann Nelson’s classes
Polytechnic School, Pasadena

Most people living in our “village” of Los Angeles, California, do not make the necessities of life by hand.

There are many stores and places to shop for everything we need like clothes, shoes, bed linens, towels, 

cooking utensils, furniture, and appliances. Our houses and buildings are constructed with a variety of materials,

usually by teams of construction workers who do it for a living.

However, many people do make things by hand for enjoyment. Often these hand made items are 

decorative in nature and thought of as arts, crafts, things to be displayed, or finery to be worn. People who use 

their hands to creatively make objects, visual in nature, are thought of as artisans or artists.

At our school, we make things by hand in the classroom and in art class. For instance, our 2nd graders 

go to art class once a week and are taught by an artist. She teaches the students to use a variety of media such 

as paint, crayons, oil pastels, clay, pencils, ink, and cut paper. The art teacher also inspires us by showing us 

works of famous artists throughout history. Sometimes we try to copy the styles and techniques of these famous

masters. We also visit local museums and art galleries to view the works of others.

We enjoy making things with our hands. Sometimes our creations are given to family members as

presents for special occasions, at other times we give them to members of our community as a goodwill gesture.
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Making things by hand makes
me feel proud, frustrated
(sometimes), satisfied, and
happy because I succeeded.

-- Julianna age 7

I like making water color paintings because they are bright.
-- Charlie age 7

Once we made a watercolor
ocean sunset scene. I loved
mine! I painted two dolphins
kissing. We also used little
rocks for sand. Sometimes
when my work comes out silly
I laugh.

-- Kelcey age 71/2
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Sunflower

 Ceramic Glazed Tile
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My favorite art project is sculpting. We
have to work quickly before the clay
dries out.

-- Carmen age 7

I feel proud to make things by hand
instead of by machine.

-- Joshua age 7

Making Valentine hearts was really
fun; making Halloween paintings was
really scary!

-- Nicole age 7

My favorite art projects are making turkey
candle holders  for Thanksgiving, Santa 
Clauses and a sled for Christmas, and
dinosaur and beaver pictures for decoration.

-- Jamal age 7
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Making things by hand makes me
feel happy because I have done it by
myself.

-- Jack W. age 8

My favorite art projects are ocean
scenes and finger prints. I feel
proud, happy, and excited about my
work.

-- Leigh age 8

When we do art I love to do
ceramics because I like touching 
clay. I love making things by
hand because I like to make
presents for people I love.

-- Jack F. Age 8
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FOOD BRINGS US TOGETHER
by

Second and Seventh Grade Students in Amy Storm's Class
Clairbourn School, San Gabriel

If you ever get a chance to visit Southern California you will get a taste of the world. We have a huge variety of 

food because we have such a diverse group of people here. People move to Los Angeles from all over the 

world. We are happy that we have so many food choices and so many wonderful things to eat.  We have foods 

from different countries like China, Japan, Italy, Mexico, India, Korea….just about everywhere. We have a lot of

sit down restaurants and fast food places. Almost any type of food you can think of can be found here. Our 

grocery stores have most foods and beverages, as well as other things like batteries, flowers, toys, school 

supplies, and basic household necessities. We also have organic grocery stores, which usually cost more 

money but have healthier food.

Our grocery stores give us endless choices. Many people have refrigerators

filled with food and drinks.

Most of our food comes from sanitary food factories in which the food is packaged and delivered to the stores.

Some fruits and vegetables are grown by local farmers. We also have produce, meat, and other items shipped

here from all over the world. Some people don’t eat meat for reasons or health or other beliefs. There are many

choices here for people who are vegetarians or vegans.

-44-

There are many restaurants where we can eat anything. We love spending time with our family and

friends while enjoying a great meal. The best thing about the variety of restaurants is that it brings people 

together.

Many people do not have enough money for food.  There are homeless people on the street who ask

for money so they can eat. Some of us go with our families to donate food to those who need it.

Some people in our area are obsessed with looking good. The movie stars are so skinny and are too

concerned about what they look like. They barely eat.  You can see them on all the magazine covers. It’s bad 

on your body when you are too skinny or overweight.  We try to eat healthy and exercise.

California is a great place to live because we have so many different foods available to us. It is a fun 

place to eat and be together.

We enjoy cooking with our families. We try to eat well-balanced, nutritious meals.
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FAST FOOD
by

Sixth Grade Students in Lenda Sater's Class
New Horizons School, Pasadena

Food in the United States is a little different than food in other countries. We tend to like our food fast.

Fast Food is a concept that we at New Horizon School love. We love to go to a restaurant and order fried foods 

that take minutes to prepare. At home, we eat a variety of cultural foods, which is what makes our community 

unique.

In addition to Fast Food, we like to eat our families’ traditional foods. Mansaf for example is a popular 

dish. It consists of rice, meat, and some vegetables. This is very similar to other cultures. Rice is a staple food,

and has to be a part of a meal for students with Middle Eastern backgrounds. In addition to rice, vegetables and 

types of salad are important in starting a meal. Tabouleh is a common salad that is made of parsley, bulgur 

wheat, tomatoes, mint, green onions, lemon juice, and salt.

For those of us who like American foods, we enjoy hamburgers (meat patties), tacos (ground beef),

shrimp pasta, fried chicken, salad, ice-cream, and steak. These are typical foods that can be consumed daily.

Another favorite is pizza. Pizza is an Italian food made of dough, tomato sauce, and cheese on top. It is baked 

and cut into wedges. If you want more on top, you may add meat, vegetables, and even pineapples!

The students at New Horizon School have a unique palate. We enjoy the cultural foods from our 

heritage, American foods, and cuisine from around the world. It does not matter what is on our plate because

we consider it a blessing from God.

Tabouleh Pizza
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FRIENDSHIP MEANS CARING AND SHARING
by

1st Grade Students in Judy Mansfield’s, Carol Rigrod’s, Laura Street’s, & Justine Carroll’s classes
John Thomas Dye School, Los Angeles

4th - 6th Grade Students in Charley Martin’s Student Council class
Curtis School, Los Angeles

In Los Angeles, friends are an important part of everyday life.  You can have any number of friends, and 

they can be any religion.  We might have a group of friends that play basketball and another group might play 

baseball.  Depending on what activity we like, we tend to be with those people more often.  For fun, friends come

over to each other’s houses for playdates.  We play board games, watch fun movies, and play sports.  In Los 

Angeles, friendship is much like everywhere else in the world.  We can always count on our friends for advice and

What Does Friendship Mean To You?

Friendship is when you know someone cares about you. 

Friendship is when you help people and be nice to them.

Friendship is when you share with other people. Like sharing books.

Friendship is when you care about others. It also means that you respect others.

Friendship means caring. It also means to make friends with someone you don’t
know.

Friendship is when you share, care, and be loving.
You always want to use kindness and love.
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they are always there when we need them.  We always feel safe and happy with our friends.
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How Do You Show Friendship?

Friendship is sharing with others. It means helping.

Friendship is when you say hello to others.

A friend is a person who sacrifices stuff for you.

A friend is someone who really cares about you 
and stands up for you and means what they say.

Friendship is when you like someone for who they are. 

Good friends never tease each other.

A friend judges you from the inside not the outside. 

A friend can maybe play tag with you.

Friendship is helping someone up when they fall down.

A friend will share their food if you don’t have lunch.
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF OUR ELDERS
by

Sixth Grade Students in Karen Young's and Patty Briggs' Classes
John Thomas Dye, Los Angeles

We greet the elderly by shaking a hand, giving a warm embrace, or kissing a cheek. Always treating them 

with respect, we smile and remember to be polite. In Los Angeles, almost ten percent of the population is over 

65, which is equivalent to nearly 360,000 people. The average life expectancy in the United States is 77 years.

Many of our older citizens try to work and maintain active lifestyles as long as possible.

In our city, the elderly may live independently in their own houses or apartments, with other seniors in

retirement communities, in assisted-care residences, with members of their extended families, or unfortunately,

some may even end up homeless. We hold our oldest relatives dear to us, so when we see older people in our

community, we like to think of them as someone else’s special grandma or grandpa.

Most elderly residents of Los Angeles have witnessed many changes over their lifetimes, such as the 

boom in technology, developments in science and medicine, increased ethnic diversity, political and economic

struggles, and ever-shifting trends in pop culture. For those reasons, our elders have many stories to tell us.

We enjoy entertaining our senior friends.
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Our senior friends have so many interesting stories to tell.

Students in our schools enjoy visiting the elderly at a nearby assisted-living center. During these visits, we 

sing to them and chat about life. We begin our visits by singing to them and bestowing upon them simple

handmade gifts. The elderly love to talk about childhood memories, their families’ pasts and hardships they have 

overcome. We listen carefully to their words of wisdom. They like spending time with younger people and we 

bring smiles to their faces. Both generations gain insight and pleasure from these encounters.

Sharing stories from their past, the older generation teaches us lessons that will help shape our future. 

Some important advice we received from our elders:

• Family is most important because they will always be there for you.

• Follow your dreams, work hard, and stay in school.

• Cherish your friends.

• Try your best and never give up because nothing is impossible
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THE SOUND OF MUSIC
by

Fifth Grade Students in Helen Cranmer’s Class
John Thomas Dye School, Los Angeles

Life without music would be:

• boring. There would be no singing or no dancing. Music has beautiful melody. If you like rock bands or
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, music has rhythm. Listening to music is one of my favorite things to do.

• dull, depressing, sad, tasteless and dead. I would go nuts without music.

• unhappy. Music gives you energy and joy. It makes you feel so great, like you can do anything. It
makes me feel like a magical person.

• is like paper without a pen or pencil, blank, empty, lonesome. Music is everything to me.

• unfeeling and awful. You would never see a little kid skipping and singing. You couldn’t have a party 
and dance . . . like a whole chunk of life was missing.

• like life without sound. I love music. It makes me happy when I am sad. I would die if there were no
music in the world . . . like a book without words, a day without time, or love without feeling.

• without rhythm. Music brings cultures together. People might not speak the same language, but they
communicate when they are playing music . . . Music can make people forget any past tension.
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Music to me:

• creates emotions. Some music is happy, majestic, and some is sad.

• is like food for the soul. Like reggae is some exotic food that you never even heard of. Then rock ‘n’ roll
is a Philly cheese steak. Different music is kind of like different foods.

• is happiness and laughter. Every sweet sound you hear is music.

• is something that helps me forget things when I am sad.

• gives life to my soul. Music might express the way you feel. Sometimes, music might be your only 
companion.

• is everything that brings me hope, happiness and laughter. When I am angry or lonely, I listen to music
and all my fears and problems drip away.

• is the most important thing in the world. Instruments, symphonies, CD’s, radios are all a part of music. I
love music. I play the violin and the piano.

• means drumming.

• makes me excited and psyched up for soccer. It is also solace. It gives me a hyper-determined feeling
to do well.

• means everything. It brings me happiness. I don’t fall asleep at night without turning on the radio. I love it
so much. I play guitar and piano. Music is one of the most precious things in life.

• is happiness, excitement, fun, relaxing, and sometimes alive.

• is a way of expressing my feelings.

• is a way to express your feelings and know how others are feeling.

• is great, gives you something to think about. It’s fun to listen to. When composing, you have to
comprehend melody and beat.

• brings me happiness. Each song has a different expression.

• is a way to leave my mind and just listen.
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TAILS THAT WAG AND OTHER ANIMAL FRIENDS
by

Fourth Grade Students in Elaine Koyama’s Class
Westside Neighborhood School, Los Angeles

It is very fun living with pets.  Most pets here are 

dogs. We take them for walks about every day.

We have other pets, too, like cats, mice, rats,

hamsters, chinchillas, lizards, spiders, scorpions,

birds, fish, and even snakes. When they get sick,

we take them to the veterinarian, or we get 

medicine for them.  Many people here have pets.

It is really fun to have them. -- Jackson

My dog and cat sleep with me.  My dog sleeps at 

the end of my bed. The cat attacks my foot or

sleeps over my head.  -- Charisse

If my dog got terribly sick, I would get my mom first.

Then we would take him to the vet immediately.

     -- Sarah

I used to have goldfish, but they died when I was 

four. -- Katie

Haley is my rabbit.  She is soft and furry and a

good friend. When we are in the house, she gets

to hop around and play.  She stays in a big cage, 

and we taught her to poop in a box. We feed

Haley lettuce and carrots.  She cannot go

upstairs. We include Haley as part of our family.

She watches movies with us and plays tag and 

Hide-and-go-Seek.  Haley is four years old and is 

a bit smaller than a pig.  -- Nathan

It’s very hard to take care of dogs because you 

need to feed them, clean up after them, and play 

with them.  Dogs can get really smelly over two

weeks! Dogs can chew things, like papers and

other things. -- Adam

We never let them on the furniture. -- Lily
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I promised that I would take care of my dog. I feed

it and pick up the poop. My dog is one year old.

-- Sammy

My fish’s name is Jaws. He is colorful! He eats fish

food. Pets are fun. -- Summer

In America, pets live in our houses or our 

backyards. Some, like birds and hamsters, live in

cages. We have pets such as cats, dogs, rabbits,

birds, and hamsters. We take care of pets by

feeding them, grooming them, and playing with 

them. We make sure to keep them healthy. That’s

how we live with pets. -- Haley

I have a dog. Her name is Tiki. She is gentle and 

sweet.  She likes to play and sleep. She is not as 

lazy as my other dog was. -- Raquel

I wake up every morning and take a long, deep

yawn while stretching. I hear a growl in my

mother’s bed. Oh, no! It is my dog, and I know

that if I‘m not careful, then she will attack my foot.

-- Mira

I have three pets. My baby rats aren’t the kind in 

sewers. They’re cute little mice. I take them out

to play every day on my bed. Their names are

Sparky and Rascal, and they’re both boys. I also

have a dog. Her name is Allie. We take her out

for a walk, and I wrestle with her. I love my pets.

-- Charlie

I have a dog. My dog is part of my family. I love 

him. He gets food from the table sometimes. Once

my dog ate a chocolate cookie because he 

jumped up on the table and ate it. Once my dog

turned on the stove and melted some butter. Then

he ate the butter. My dog is a great dog! If 

my dog gets sick, we take him to the vet. He goes

to the vet a lot. -- Bailey

WHAT I DO MATTERS
by Kindergarten Students in the classes of

Addy McIntosh, Gina Hanono, Adrienne Agena, Drea Hura, Carol Foudy, and Loanette Corella
John Thomas Dye School, Los Angeles
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J.R.

A PLACE TO CALL HOME
by Third Graders in

Leigh Roberts', Marissa McIntosh's, Layne Pflieger's, and Annie St. John's Classs
John Thomas Dye School, Los Angeles

The people of Los Angeles can be found living in many different kinds of “homes.” Neighborhoods vary 

according to wealth. Some people are wealthy enough to own more than one home. People live in houses,

condominiums, apartments, trailers, and some times even boats. The interesting thing about Los Angeles is that

there are many different styles of homes throughout the city. Our houses need to be strong to survive

earthquakes. The materials generally used are dry wall, brick, cement, wood, metal, stone, tile, plaster, or glass.

Like the materials, the size of our homes can be very different. A few homes may have as many as twenty to 

thirty rooms, but almost all homes have at least a kitchen, a bedroom, a bathroom, and a living room. Our homes

are usually decorated with artwork, wallpaper or paint, furniture, electrical appliances, lighting fixtures, or plants.

Our homes, no matter the size or style, provide shelter, space, and most importantly love and warmth for 

the people who live in them. Usually, a single family lives together in one home. The parents share a bedroom 

and the children will often have bedrooms of their own or may also share a bedroom with a sibling. Often, people

will have pets living with them in their home.

Our homes can be busy places full of different activities and also places of relaxation and rest. The 

kitchen is typically the busiest room in the house where we cook and eat our meals. Our living rooms provide a 

place where we watch television, play games, or read. Homes with backyards offer a place where children can

play outdoors with friends. The things we do in our homes are just as diverse as our homes.
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Even though there are many people who enjoy the warmth and comfort of a home, there are many 

people without permanent homes. People who are homeless are exactly like us, they have the same wants and 

needs, but they don’t have homes. Sadly, there are about 88,000 people without homes in LA county on any

given night; 13,000 are children. You can find homeless people living in hotels, on the street, in tents or boxes, 

cars, or in shelters. Most shelters provide a place to sleep, bathe, and eat. They may also supply a variety of 

useful items such as clothing and toiletries.

Approximately 10,000 children whoare homeless attend Los Angeles public schools. Some of the luckier

children will go to after school programs that help them with their homework. However, life is extremely difficluty

for a child who is homeless, as they often change schools and are without the necessary items to help them live 

comfortably, learn, and grow. There are many people in our city who help homeless people. They hold 

fundraisers, sell items to raise money and awareness, educate people by handing out fliers, and volunteer to 

help both children and adults. Our third grade class is involved in an advocacy project to help people 

who are homeless.

Los Angeles is a city that represents much diversity. The people, homes, and lifestyles are different from

city block to city block. We feel fortunate to have a place to call home and hope we can help bring awareness of 

the unfortunately large number of people who are homeless in Los Angeles!
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FROM DREAMS TO REALITY
by Second, Seventh, and Eighth Grade Students

in Amy Storm's class, Clairbourn School, San Gabriel and
Juliane McAdams’ Class, Westside Neighborhood School, Los Angeles

We are hopeful about our future. We believe that with hard work and a good education, we can accomplish

many wonderful things.

I want to be a writer because I love books and I want to be a teacher because I want to help
I want other people to love them too. – Alisha    people learn.  – Marisa

I want to be a children’s doctor because I like to work with small kids. I plan on achieving my goal because I 

have a good education.  – Krupa

I want to be a doctor to help people in the world.  – Sarah

When I grow up I want to be a doctor or a businessman. As a doctor I would like to make other people feel

better. And as a businessman I could get to travel to lots of places.  – Corey

I hope to accomplish graduating college and getting a well paying job. I also would like to have a nice family.  I 

would want these things because being lonely is not much fun. Having money is not as important as family to me.

– Erick
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I want to be a pilot because my grandfather flew
planes and I think it would be a very fun thing to do.

– Angus

I love music and want to be a musician when I grow up. Part of me also wants to go to med-school and become

a doctor. I watch the health channel all the time and I love learning new things about medicine. – Jonathan 

I want to be a dentist like my dad. Many people in Southern California live a great life and achieve their goals 

because they worked hard in school when they were young, and later became useful. – Justin

I want to be a pro soccer player. It will be very hard to go pro. I’m going to try my best and I hope I make it. 
– Eric

I hope to become a food critic one day. It sounds like fun. Many people in California achieve their goals because 

so much is possible here. – Daniel

I am interested in the life of the ocean. I want to be a marine biologist. Otherwise I would like to be a surgeon

ahsilA –.ydob namuh eht ni detseretni osla ma I esuaceb

My dream is to be successful one day so I can have a happy family, have two children, and be happy.  I would 

have a nice job as a teacher, a wife, live in a nice house, and I just have that as my dream. – Houtan

I want to be a psychiatrist, because I am good with helping people and keeping secrets. – Keren
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I want to be a veterinarian because I really love 
animals. I really want animals to live a lot

-- Vivienne

My dream is to somehow make a difference in the world, no matter how big or small. – Samantha

When I grow up, I want to be an airplane mechanic, just like my dad.  – Brad

I want to be a professional soccer player when I grow up.  I also want to be a double-dutch champion.  – Natalie

My dream is to have a job I love.  – Madalyne

I want to become a professional football player.  – Devon

STUDENTS VISITING FROM KOREA

My dream is to become an astronomer.  – Kyeong Ho 

My dream is to become a public prosecutor.  – Chi Hang

My dream is to become a lawyer.  – Young Wha and Min Ji 
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OUR GLOBAL COMMUNITY
by Eighth Grade Students in

Elizabeth Lanski’s, Kelly Ward’s, John Kidder’s, Marie Farbstein’s, and Ann Nelson’s Classes
Polytechnic School, Pasadena

Many students in our “village” of Los Angeles, California, care about global issues facing our planet. We are

beginning to recognize that advances in our high tech world have led to a growing inter-dependence of national 

economies, thus making it imperative to look at new ways of thinking about our place in the world. To this end, 

many schools in our village have started to think about how to prepare students for the kind of world they will live

in during the 21st century. Being situated on the Pacific Rim gives Los Angeles a unique diversity not seen in 

other parts of America and affords the opportunity of creating a greater understanding of the world and its future 

issues.

At our school, students have a chance to study issues of global concern and look for ways to help.   We do 

this by learning about the eight Millennium Development Goals proposed by the United Nations -

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals.The goals, which range from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of 

HIV/AIDS and providing universal primary education all by the target date of 2015, form a blueprint agreed to by

all the world’s countries and all the world’s leading development institutions. They have galvanized

unprecedented efforts to meet the needs of the world’s poorest. The eight goals include the eradication of

extreme poverty and hunger, the achievement of universal primary education, the promotion of  gender equality

and the empowerment of women, the reduction of child mortality, the improvement of maternal health, combating

global, infectious diseases, ensuring environmental sustainability, and the creation of a Global Partnership for

Development.

This year in our Global Issues class, we took a look at the gap between rich and poor countries. We also defined

poverty and its different meanings. Our main goal is to raise awareness of this serious global issue.
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Challenge 20/20 is a program that brings together two 
schools: one from the United States and one from
outside of the United States. Teacher-student teams
from both schools work together throughout the fall
school semester. The goal of their work is to come up
with a solution to a global problem.  Communication
between schools is done online through the Internet or 
via video or teleconferencing. 

During our first meeting we didn’t really know where to begin.  We were

partnered with a school in Pakistan, and we needed to come up with a

way to help the world reduce infectious diseases that kill millions of 

people. We started by researching. Our first three weeks were devoted

to discovering how infectious diseases develop, spread, and, most

importantly, their fatality rate. We looked into HIV-AIDS, Cholera, E. 

Coli, Malaria, and various diarrheal diseases. We found Pakistan to be

a main target of diarrheal diseases. Our partner school in Pakistan

confirmed it to be true, so we decided to focus our project on the

diarrheal diseases in their area. 

When our class went to Ten Thousand

Villages, a shop that sells finely crafted 

fair-traded items benefiting people in 

developing countries, we took a tour of the 

shop and then went upstairs to a private room 

to discuss fair trade and other important

issues. Then we were given the opportunity to

browse the store  to see the beautiful, fair 

priced items. With tea boxes made from

cinnamon bark, instruments made from

bamboo, jewelry, handbags, and hand made

bowls, you can find whatever you need. I felt 

great buying some of the amazing collection at 

Ten Thousand Villages because I knew I was

helping someone in a different country live a

better and happier life.
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We had a guest speaker from an organization that actively

works to educate others and encourages people to work 

on solutions to global issues. She gave us many ideas for 

deciding what we could do to help. 
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We started our very first pilot project—Project Soap Dish. Our project was to buy the cheapest soap we

could find from the 99¢ Store.The soaps included: Ivory, Dove, Dial, and Irish Spring. For a week each member

of our Global Issues class had to use only that bar of soap. Activities included: washing hands and taking

showers and baths. After a whole week of using our soaps, we brought them in and tried to calculate how many

times we had used our soap and how much smaller our soap had gotten. The project was to get an idea of how

long a bar of soap lasts and which ones last longer.

To learn about the issue of extreme poverty locally, we visited a nearby homeless shelter. While there we 

toured the rooms, kitchen, and recreation areas for the homeless who come in to get help. People go to the 

shelter to get help in finding a job and to learn how to save money. The shelter helps homeless people get back 

on their feet and gives homeless families a warm place to sleep. During the day, the homeless parents are 

required to work and make money to help get their family back to a home of their own. It makes me proud to see

such devoted groups of people help the homeless go back to living happy and normal lives.

Although this shelter and many other foundations are trying to help, homelessness and poverty are still 

major issues in Pasadena. According to the 2000 U.S Census, 50,000 adults and children in Pasadena live

below the national poverty line. Also according to the 2003 City of Pasadena Homeless Count, there are 853 

persons who are homeless on any given night in Pasadena.

Looking at the issue of global poverty, we did group activities illustrating the connections between different

global issues, the inequitable distribution of resources, and facts about global poverty. We read, listened to 

stories, viewed a number of presentations, and explored websites about the extent of global poverty, the 

causes and effects, and the UN Millennium Goals.

To help raise awareness, we have been sharing 

facts about global poverty in our all school meetings,

writing for the student newspaper, and making posters 

for the display cases in the corridor.
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Elementary Community Service Association
PO Box 49999
Los Angeles, California 90024
U.S.A.
ECSALA1@aol.com

What Kids Can Do, Inc.
PO Box 603252
Providence, Rhode Island 02906
U.S.A.
www.whatkidscando.org

To learn more about the In Our Village book and community of Kambi ya Simba, please visit 

www.inourvillage.org. Click on In Our Global Village to learn more about participating in this project.

Email ourglobalvillage@aol.com to request information.
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For more information about our schools, see websites listed below:

Clairbourn School, San Gabriel
www.clairbourn.org

The Country School, North Hollywood
www.country-school.org

Curtis School, Los Angeles
www.curtisschool.org

John Thomas Dye, Los Angeles
www.jtdschool.org

Echo Horizon School, Culver City
www.echohorizon.org

Los Encinos School, Encino
www.losencinosschool.org

The Oaks School, Hollywood
www.oaksschool.org

New Horizon School, Pasadena
www.newhorizonschool.org

Polytechnic School, Pasadena
www.polytechnic.org

Turningpoint School, Culver City
www.turningpointschool.org

Westside Neighborhood School, West Los Angeles
www.wnsK8.com
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